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WHAT'S IN A MILESTONE? 

PRESIDENT & CEO’S LETTER

by Della Schmidt

At the Annual Dinner, the Greater Burlington Partnership celebrated the centennial of the 
Burlington/West Burlington Area Chamber of Commerce. Southeastern Community College is 
also marking a 100th anniversary this year. Whether it be one year or 100, milestones reflect more 
than the passage of time; they reveal timeless truths.

Vision. People create visions of what might be and then work tirelessly to make dreams become 
reality. Evidence of vision is present in every Greater Burlington business, school, athletic and arts 
facility, community and non-profit organization. The vision of those who came before has shaped 
this area into what it is today. And it is the vision of today’s leaders that will shape the future.

Perseverance. Milestones are important reminders of perseverance. “When the going gets tough, 
the tough get going” is a philosophy held by many an entrepreneur. The Greater Burlington area 
is full of successful businesses that exist today because of the hard work and tenacity of owners 
who just simply wouldn’t give up. People have overcome challenges brought about by economic 
changes, natural disasters, world events, and changes in cultural values. Tapping that same spirit of 
perseverance will lead business owners in the next few years as the TIGER grant project takes shape 
in downtown Burlington, as the community comes together to solve the Cascade Bridge dilemma 
and as civic leaders work to create a safe and welcoming environment for all who call Greater 
Burlington home. 

Change. Albert Einstein wrote, “A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new.” 
And what is “new” but an invitation for change? Significant milestones are only met by institutions 
that have changed with the times. New challenges required new solutions. New solutions required 
trial and error, willingness to risk a failure in pursuit of a big success. Just as it has been in the past, so 
it must be in the future. For communities and businesses to be successful in the years ahead, there 
must be a willingness to embrace change in order to remain relevant in an ever-changing world.

Times may change. Truths remain constant. Through a willingness to cast new visions, remain 
committed to perseverance and welcome new ideas, the Greater Burlington area will continue to 
build upon the past successes to secure a brighter future. 

The Greater Burlington Partnership would like to help celebrate your company    
milestone. Contact Rachel Lindeen to schedule a ribbon cutting today!
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ON THE COVER 
Annual Dinner Award Winners

Annually, the Greater Burlington Partnership has the privilege of 
honoring numerous individuals, organizations, and businesses at the 
Annual Dinner. The awards are a tradition of the Chamber of Commerce 
that began in 1965 with the top honor of the Emmy Award. 

1. It was with great pleasure that the 2019 Emmy Award was given to 
Dave Vavroch for his continued years of community service. Dave can 
be seen throughout the community volunteering, attending events 
and meetings, or helping others. He has been active with the Greater 
Burlington Partnership, serving on the Board of Directors and leading 
various committees.  He also continues to volunteer for Burlington 
Kiwanis, the Salvation Army and other area organizations.

2. The Chairman’s Award was awarded to Bryan Bross, Klingner and 
Associates, for his work with the Board of Directors.   

3. Best Renovation was awarded to Good, owned by TJ Widbin and 
Melissa Cervantes. 

4. Community Impact was awarded to YMCA Camp McBride in 
partnership with CNH Industrial America and Greater Burlington 
Leadership.  Gina Crabtree, CEO, Burlington Area YMCA accepted  
the award.

 
5. Business Person of the Year was awarded to Chase Gibb, owner of The 
Buffalo Tavern, Buffalo 61 Bar and Grille and Coal Haus 337. 

6. Project of the Year was awarded to American Ordnance, Iowa Army 
Ammunition Plant and Armament Retooling & Manufacturing Support 
Program (ARMS). Accepting  left to right: Tony Noll, Benjamin Harris, 
Jessica Mynatt, Jade Sorenson, Dawn Schilling, LTC Eric Schilling,  
John McGuiness

 7. Young Professional of the Year was awarded to Dominique Cornick, 
L.J. Roth Restoration Service. 

Congratulations again to all award winners. Thank you for helping 
make this community an amazing place to live, work and play.
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The Business Retention and Expansion (BRE) Committee is seeking 
nominations for the 2020 Small Business of the Year. They may have 
outstanding customer service, have served the community for a long 
time, stood out on a community partnership or simply just operate 
an outstanding small business. Nominate a small business that has 
gone above and beyond!

Small Business Nominations

Nominate at GreaterBurlington.com by March 28

2019 Small Business of the Year winner Gypsi
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BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
Farm Bureau Financial Services – Tim Lundgren  1734 N Roosevelt Ave, Ste 116, Burlington   |   March 19, 5 - 7 pm  

Join us with your co-workers to build your network at Business After Hours and grow your business!
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The Greater Burlington Leadership class of 2019 - 2020 will host a Lip Sync Battle Fundraiser
for this year's project. Proceeds will purchase an interactive training simulator for Des Moines 
County law enforcement agencies, providing local officers with an efficient and cost-effective  

way to get or receive scenario-based training.
The Lip Sync Battle for the Badge will be held on May 2 from 7 - 10 pm at the Burlington

Memorial Auditorium. 18+ year old members of the community are invited to sponsor, attend,  
or participate in this event. Assemble a group to compete or simply come and enjoy the
performances. The time has come to watch familiar faces lip sync Battle for the Badge,

and the grand prize!

Greater Burlington Leadership
LIP SYNC BATTLE FOR THE BADGE

May 2, 2020  |  7 - 10 pm

Memorial Auditorium

Thank you to our Soloist Sponsor

Tickets are $15 in advance, 

$20 at the door

For tickets or sponsorship  
opportunities, contact  

leadership@greaterburlington.com
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EGGS & ISSUES 
MARCH 21 

Join us and hear the latest from  
Des Moines from our legislators.  
Breakfast $5, served at 7:15 am  

Forum will begin at 7:30 am    

RSVP to Belinda Colwell by March 19

Sponsored by 
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Marketing is the key to helping a business drive sales. With consumer habits and trends changing 
constantly, it’s more important than ever for businesses to stay current with their marketing 
strategies. The Marketing Know-How Series returns with new information and strategies to 
help your business survive and thrive. In addition to three morning sessions, attendees may also 
experience a full one day conference to dive deep into new marketing trends and techniques. 

Marketing Know-How Series

Presented byPresented by

For more information, contact Dustin Roth. To sign up, contact Belinda Colwell.

TICKETS TO ATTEND THE SERIES
      Chamber of Commerce Member
       All sessions & full day conference: $100
       Individual morning session: $25
       Full day conference only: $100
      Non Chamber of Commerce Member
       Individual morning session: $50
       Full day conference only: $200
  

MORNING SESSIONS, 8 - 9:30 am
	 Local Advertising Options: A Business  

Consumer Perspective - Thursday, April 30
	 Building a Marketing Plan based on  

your budget - Thursday, June 25
	 Local Business Panel - Wednesday, September 9

FULL DAY CONFERENCE, 9 am - 4 pm
	 Hear from local marketing companies and learn about topics such 

as Digital Advertising, Social Media Marketing, Creating Videos, 
Google, Social Media, and more - Thursday, November 12

Effective Marketing Knowledge for a Successful 2020



Why did you join YP? I felt like YP would be a good way 
to get more involved in the community, hang out with friends I 
already had, and make new ones along the way. 

Which community organizations/events do you 
volunteer for? I volunteer for the SnowBull Board of 
Directors and the Burlington Riverfront Entertainment  
Board of Directors.

What do you enjoy most about Greater Burlington? 
I love how Burlington is both big and small. We're big enough to 
always have something new and interesting going on, but small 
enough that you get to see people you know almost everywhere 
you go.

Unique about me: I co-own a live video production 
company... we were once told "you're not as bad as I planned on" 
by Martina McBride's tour director.

YP SPOTLIGHT  
Matt Brown

Employer: 
Casebine Community Credit Union 

Hometown: Keokuk, IA
YP Member: 6 years

Greater Burlington Young Professionals  
A professional and social group for individuals  
between the ages of 21 - 40. 

  Biz Tour / Wine Sampling

Thinking of joining YP?Thinking of joining YP?  
Email youngprofessionals@greaterburlington.com for more information.

Corked 101 
M a r c h  2 6 ,  5 : 1 5  pm

Lunch & Learn
The Art Center   

M a r c h  9 ,  1 2  pm
The Grimm Company owners, Brad & Lynette, will be presenting  

on "Building a Brand." Whether you work for a company or  

own your own business, you will be sure to learn tips  

from these marketing professionals!  

**RSVP through the YP Facebook event or  
youngprofessionals@greaterburlington.com 

Cancellations after RSVP due date result in meal charge.   
(Have a friend sub in for your lunch spot if you can't attend; inform us at the event check in) 

$15 for non-members.  
First event is complementary for prospective members.

Sponsored by The Grimm Company 

Young Professionals and prospective members have the chance  

to check out the new wine bar downtown! Learn all about  

their imported wines, sample a few and see what  

this new location has to offer. RSVP through the Facebook event  

or youngprofessionals@greaterburlington.com.  

Current members - refer a friend to join Young Professionals, receive  
a $10 gift card! They can apply at GreaterBurlington.com and make 

sure they enter your name in the referral spot to qualify. 

2020 Gold Sponsor: CNH Industrial
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Marketing Know-How Series
Effective Marketing Knowledge for a Successful 2020



Presented by

The Future Workforce career fairs are excellent opportunities to showcase your business and the  
careers available to your future workers. The purpose of these events is to inform and educate  
students early on regarding locally available careers. Over 1,000 students attend each year.

5th and 8th Grade Career Fairs 
Southeastern Community College
March 16 & 17

More than a thousand students in grades 7 through 10 from Burlington  
Community Schools received a high-energy introduction to Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) at the Grand Hank Magic and Wonders of 
STEM event in February. A pilot project of the Greater Burlington Partnership and 
the Burlington Community School District, the Grand Hank event was the latest in 
an array of new Talent Pipeline program initiatives. The event was also attended by 
representatives from Future Ready Iowa, Iowa Workforce Development, The Office 
of Senator Charles Grassley, and local business leaders.

The Magic and Wonders of STEM event was made possible through the support  
of Partnering for the Future III Investors, Burlington Memorial Auditorium and  
generous grants from the John H. Witte Jr. Foundation, Burlington Education  
Foundation and the Brent Slocum Foundation. 

GRAND HANK Rocked the Memorial Auditorium
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After months of consultations, inspections, and negotiations, Downtown Partners is beginning work to repair  
the damaged northeast corner of their building at 300 Washington. Decades of water infiltration had weakened 
structural members and washed out the mortar in the walls, resulting in bricks falling in June 2019. As the scope  
of the problem grew, so did the repair costs, which were beyond DPI’s ability to cover on its own. However,  
demolition costs were even higher.

Fortunately, a number of resources have been put together with DPI funding and local financing to do the  
work. Burlington’s Heritage Trust contributed funding towards stabilization, the National Trust for Historic  
Preservation provided funding for engineering work, and the City of Burlington committed $20,000 from its  
economic development fund. The project is sponsored in part by the Iowa Economic Development Authority 
with a $100,000 Community Catalyst emergency grant, matched by the City’s funding. The Partnership’s  
Economic Development division also provided a letter of credit to the City to back up the grant.

DPI has hired Grant Construction, a downtown business, as the contractor. The work will take several months 
to complete. First, the interior framing must be shored up on each floor from the basement to the roof, then the 
exterior wall will be dismantled. Finally, the wall will be rebuilt with concrete block on the interior and faced with 
brick on the outside, matching the historic appearance. As this complicated project gets underway, DPI is seeking 
additional grants and funding sources.

“Our intention to sell the building for productive redevelopment remains unchanged,” said Steve Frevert. “We 
share the frustration that it has taken so long to get to this point. DPI is thankful for the support received and glad 
to get this major repair project started. When it’s completed, the building will be in better shape than it has been in 
many years.”

Work Begins on 300 Washington
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Please welcome these new Chamber of Commerce members by sending  
an email, liking their Facebook page or visiting their website.  Even better,  

stop by to introduce yourself, exchange business cards and help grow  
their network as well as your own! 

Corked 101
514 Jefferson St, Burlington, 319-752-7409 

Angie Hedges, Owner, corked101@gmail.com
Corked 101 wine bar brings a variety of wines from regions all around the world. 
Bringing a relaxed environment to customers who love a glass of wine.

H & H Automotive
131 S 4th St, Burlington, 319-850-6478, autorepairhh.com

Chad Hutchinson, Owner, automotiverepairhh@gmail.com
H & H Automotive is locally owned, offering an upfront, honest and affordable 
repair solution for all of your automotive needs. Complete automotive diagnostic 
and repair service at one convenient location.

Iowa Land & Home Specialists
103 S Wapello St, Mediapolis, 319-394-3885, iowalandandhome.com

Anne Crear, Owner, office@ialandandhome.com
Serving all of Southeast Iowa’s real estate needs! Their expert Realtors  
specialize in residential home sales, commercial properties, and farm and 
recreational ground. The team is here to help you get moving in 2020!

The Bark Spa
1200 N 7th St, Burlington, 319-752-7682

Ann March, Owner, barkspa@doglover.com
It's a spa experience for your pet! Bark Spa is the first in the state to offer 
Thera-Clean microbubble baths. These holistic, therapeutic baths help with 
shedding, arthritis and skin irritations and are completely hypo-allergenic.

The Collective
805 Jefferson St, Burlington, 715-572-2462

Tom Wolf, Owner, twolf49@msn.com
A shared use kitchen available for use by local entrepreneurs, bakers, specialty 
food processors, caterers, chefs and growers. The kitchen is certified within the 
guidelines of Iowa Inspections and Appeals. Available to rent by the hour, 24 
hours per day. Producers can sell their products through the retail operation at 
The Collective.

The Community Foundation of Des Moines County is accepting applications for the 2020 grant  
cycle. Des Moines County 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations and qualified governmental agencies  
are invited to apply. This year, grants are available up to $1,500. To apply, organizations can visit 
CFDMC.org/grants to download the application. The deadline to apply is March 15, 2020.

Following the deadline, Community Foundation of Des Moines County committee members  
will review applications and notify 2020 grant recipients by May 1, 2020.

Community Foundation of Des Moines County Accepting Grant Applications for 2020

CFDMC.org
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MAKING A DIFFERENCEMAKING A DIFFERENCE
Thank you to the members below for renewing their membership and providing the resources to  
accomplish the ongoing goals of the Chamber of Commerce. Those listed in bold have made an additional  
commitment by making a voluntary contribution. 

403 S. Gear Ave, LLC
Advanced Home Health Care
Air Choice One
Alcohol & Drug Dependency Service  
     of SE Iowa
Alliant Credit Union
Altorfer Rents
Arby's Restaurant
Arnold Refrigeration, Inc.
Art Center of Burlington
Aspen Grove Cemetery Association
Beames Welding & Repair, Inc.
Bob Dodds Insurance Agency
Borghi USA, Inc.
Brockway Company, Inc.
Brockway Mechanical & Roofing  
     Company, Inc.
Buena Vista University
Burlington Jet Stop
Burlington Municipal Band Foundation
Burlington Short Line Railroad
Century 21 Property Professionals 
City of Burlington
City of West Burlington
Clean Sweep Chimney Care
Collision Center
Community Action of Southeast Iowa
Community Health Centers 
     of Southeastern Iowa, Inc.
Coppes Pest Solutions
CPA Associates, P.C.
Dave Bessine Electric, Inc.
Des Moines County Abstract & Title Co.
Des Moines County Board of Supervisors
Des Moines County Emergency 
     Management Agency
Des Moines County Fair
Des Moines County Humane Society
Dillon's BBQ
Divine Mercy Parish

The Drake, LLC
Edward Jones - Jon Hart
Energyficient Systems, Inc.
Farm Bureau Financial Services -  
     Tim Lundgren
Financial Adjustment Bureau, Inc.
First Christian Church
First Presbyterian Church
Flint Cliffs Manufacturing
Floyd's E-Z Way Container Service, Inc.
FMA, Inc.
Great River Health System
Great Western Bank
H & L Mack Truck Sales Inc.
Harmony Bible Church
The Hawk Eye
HawkeyePedershaab
Heritage Trust
Horse & Buggy Museum
IBEV - Iowa Beverage
Iowa Fertilizer Company
Jeff 's West Avenue Automotive
Jochims, Dr. Jerry
Junior Achievement of the Heartland, Inc.
Kellogg, Dr. Roderick E.
Kenny's Roller Ranch & Rec Center
Kitchen Solvers
Klingner and Associates, P.C.
La Tavola
Legacy Retirement Solutions, LLC
Lindon Wines
Hamilton-Walters Detachment Marine   	
     Corps League
Martini's Grille
Mediacom
Merit Construction
MFS Mutual Insurance Company
MikeWay, LLC
Minard Chiropractic
Mississippi Valley Veterans' Memorial, Inc.

Modern Welding Company of Iowa, Inc.
Nature's Corner, Inc.
Newbury Living Burlington Cooperative
Nick's Cycling & Fitness
Northwestern Mutual
The Outpost Bar & Grill
Peck Properties, LLC
Pierson Inc.
KDMG, KKMI, WQKQ, KHDK, KBUR, 	
     KBKB AM Radio Stations
Randolph, Dr. Brad D.D.S.
Reliable Pest Solutions
Riddles Jewelry
ServiceMaster Cleaning & Restoration
Shottenkirk Superstore
Sonic Drive-In 6586
Southeast Iowa Property Owners
Spirit Hollow
State Farm Insurance 
     John Korschgen Agency
Styltique
Sunnybrook Assisted Living
Target
TDT CPAs and Advisors
Terrus Real Estate Group
The Collective
Transitions DMC
WIUM 106.3, WIUW 89.5, WVKC 90.7  	
     Radio Stations
TriOak Foods, Inc.
Tru Art Color Graphics
Two Rivers Bank & Trust
U.S. Cellular
Valley Distribution Corporation
Wendy's
Westland Mall
Zaiser's Landscaping,  
      Florist & Greenhouse

Those listed are renewals received  
from 01/01/2020 through 01/15/2020.
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SAVE the DATE
APRIL
4 – Spring Open House
Downtown Burlington, 10 am - 4 pm 

9 – Young Professionals 
505 Social/Trivia Night  Good, 5:05 pm

16 – Young Professionals   Lunch & Learn
Comfort Suites, 12 pm

16 – Business After Hours
Southeastern Community College
5 - 7 pm 

18 – Eggs & Issues
Greater Burlington Partnership, 7:30 am

18 – Earth Day Cleanup  Port of Burlington, 8:30 am  

24 – Sip, Taste & Stroll  Downtown Burlington, 5 - 8 pm 

MAY
2 – Greater Burlington Leadership  Lip Sync Battle for the Badge
Memorial Auditorium, 7 pm

7, 14, 21, 28 – Farmers Market
Jefferson St, 4:30 pm 

8 – Small Business   Appreciation Breakfast
Comfort Suites, 7:30 am

15 – Young Professionals 505 Social   Wake N Bake Breakfast Co., 5:05 pm

18 – Greater Burlington   Leadership Graduation, 4 pm

22 – Friday Night Fever Twilight Criterium  Downtown Burlington, 4 pm

23 – Snake Alley Criterium  Downtown Burlington, 8:30 am 

1 - 30 – Gallery Show: Bryan Northup
Art Center of Burlington, hours vary
ArtCenterofBurlington.com

1 – Iowa State USBC Open Tournament
KingPins at FunCity 
IowaBowl.com

1 – The Radiant
Players Workshop Theater 
Thurs - Sat 7:30 pm; Sun 2 pm
PlayersWorkshopTheater.com

3 – Voices of Iowa Project 
Iowa Wesleyan University
12 - 1 pm
IW.edu

7 - 8 – Iowa State USBC  
Open Tournament
KingPins at FunCity 
IowaBowl.com

7 – Mardi Gras
PZAZZ! Convention & Event Center 
6 pm - 12 am
Elks84.org

9 – Young Professionals Lunch & Learn  
Art Center of Burlington
12 pm
GreaterBurlington.com

12 - 14 – Burlington SnowBull
Memorial Auditorium
7 pm
BurlingtonSnowBull.com

14 - 15 – Iowa State USBC  
Open Tournament
KingPins at FunCity 
IowaBowl.com

14 – Shamrock Shuffle, Crapo Park
10 am
GetMeRegistered.com/
KiwanisShamrockShuffle

16 -17 – 5th & 8th Grade Career Fair
Southeastern Community College
9 am - 12 pm 
GreaterBurlington.com 

18 – Burlington Lunchtime Chamber Music
First United Methodist Church 
12:15 - 12:45 pm
Facebook.com/
BurlingtonLunchtimeChamberMusicSeries

19 – Business After Hours
Farm Bureau Financial Services –  
Tim Lundgren
5 pm 
GreaterBurlington.com

21 – Eggs & Issues
Greater Burlington Partnership
7:30 am
GreaterBurlington.com

21- 22 – Iowa State USBC  
Open Tournament
KingPins at FunCity 
IowaBowl.com

22 – Fantasies with Southeast Iowa 
Symphony Orchestra
Capitol Theater
2 pm
SEISO.us

26 – Young Professionals Biz Tour/ 
Wine Sampling
Corked 101
5:15 pm
GreaterBurlington.com

27 – Great Tastes
PZAZZ! Convention & Event Center
6 - 10 pm
SCCIowa.edu

28 - 29 – Iowa State USBC  
Open Tournament
KingPins at FunCity 
IowaBowl.com

28 – Evening in the Round
The Legacy Theater, Carthage, IL 
7 pm
TheLegacyTheater.com

31 – A Cappella Live
Memorial Auditorium 
7:30 pm
BurlCivicMusic.com
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SAVE the DATE

Kozlowski Law Group, LLC celebrates their new location  
at 552 S Roosevelt Ave, Burlington. 

KOZLOWSKI LAW GROUP, LLC 

   RSVP: 
D.C. Summit - June 2 - 4

A unique opportunity  
to meet with elected  

Iowa Delegates in Washington, D.C.  
  

If you are interested  
in joining the  

Southeast Iowa Delegation  
or would like  

more information for the  
2020 D.C. Summit,  

contact Rachel Lindeen.
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The Radiant centers on the true, tempestuous life of Nobel  
Prize-winning scientist Marie Curie. The play is produced by 
Robbin Poling and directed by Steve Poling.
Performance runs are Feb 21 - 23 and Feb 27 - Mar 1. Thurs - Sat 
performances begin at 7:30 pm; Sun matinees begin at 2 pm. 
Tickets available at the Players Workshop box office 90 minutes 
prior to each performance.
For more information, visit PlayersWorkshopTheater.com.

Vintage Book Sale - March 14, 9 am - 12 pm

One of the largest community charity events in Southeast Iowa! 
100% of the net proceeds are donated back to the community. 
Enjoy the tastes of New Orleans with a Cajun menu, beads, music, 
dancing, tarot card reader and magnificent decorations that make 
you feel like you are walking the streets of New Orleans!  
Join in the spirit by dressing in true Mardi Gras fashion of wild  
and crazy costumes.

Visit Elks84.org for details or contact Dana Johnston,  
dana.johnston@drakehs.com.

The Friends of the Library vintage book sale is a great event to  
find vintage vinyl records, books and magazines. All proceeds  
from the sale support library programs and services. Go see what 
you can find!
For more information, visit Burlington.lib.ia.us.

Voices of Iowa Project 
Iowa Wesleyan University - March 3, 12 pm

Robert Neymeyer, historian at Waterloo's Grout Museum 
District, presents "Sharing the Farm Story: A Voices of Iowa 
Project," an oral history project in collaboration with the Silos  
and Smokestacks National Heritage Area. The project was  
created to capture personal memories and knowledge of farmers, 
farm workers and farm families in order to preserve the farm  
story in the midst of tremendous technological, economic and 
social change. The lecture will be held in Chadwick Library at 
Iowa Wesleyan University and is free and open to the public.

For more information, visit IW.edu.

The Burlington/West Burlington Area United Way will hold its 
Annual Meeting on Friday, March 6 with a noon luncheon at the 
PZAZZ! Convention & Event Center.  Reservations are required; 
please call the United Way office at 319-752-7831 for more 
information. The Annual Meeting agenda includes nominations 
for organization officers and board members.

2020 Kiwanis Shamrock Shuffle -  
March 14, 10 am

This festive run/walk takes you through bursts of color to emerge  
a colorful winner - everyone is a winner in the Shamrock Shuffle! 
This non-timed, family fun event takes place rain or shine. Please,  
no pets. All proceeds are used to support local youth through 
programs and services of the Burlington Kiwanis Club.

Register online through March 11 
at GetMeRegistered.com.
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Burlington/West Burlington Area  
United Way Holds Annual Meeting  

To submit member information, contact Brenda Levitt 
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Players Workshop Theater - The Radiant 

Mardi Gras Festival - March 7, 6 - 11:55 pm



WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH 
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The Women’s Bureau of the Greater Burlington Association 
was established in March of 1922 to take the place of the  
local Federation of Women’s Clubs and “to make a place for  
every woman in Burlington and Des Moines County to work 
on community activities.”  The first elected officers were  
Mrs. J. W. Dixon, President; Mrs. C. C. Clark,  
Vice-president; Mrs. Ruth Mercer Krebs, Secretary;  
and Mrs. Raymond Baxter, Treasurer. 

In December, 1925, the GBA Women’s Bureau met to hear 
Mr. John Aue, president of the Iowa Good Roads Association, 
speak on the importance of women’s vote to pass a statewide 
bond issue to “pull Iowa out of the mud.” At this same  
meeting, “Mrs. George Boesch told of the work of various 
scout troops which planted seeds in various dumps around 
the city.”  An American flag was presented to the troop, which 
was in charge of the dumps at Agency and Linden St. A second 
prize was given to the troop that had responsibility for the 
billboards on Main St near High St. At the end of the  
meeting, the women present adopted a resolution putting  
the group on record as endorsing the good roads movement  
in Iowa and requesting our legislature to bring the matter  
speedily to the vote of the citizens of Iowa.

One of the aims of the group was to enrich the life of the  
community by encouraging opportunities for citizens to  
enjoy performances of live music and drama. The Music  
Committee brought a number of noted musical groups to  
the city. The Burlington Hawk Eye credited the Women’s  
Bureau for the founding of the Civic Music organization. 

In a like manner, the Drama Department fostered an interest in 
locally produced performances, which led to the organization 
of today’s Players Workshop. In 1929, the Women’s Bureau  
of the Chamber of Commerce and their “little theater”  
committee brought a production of Aunt Lucia, a  
comedy directed by a woman, to the Grand Theater.

In the 1930s, the Women’s Bureau began to be a shadow of its 
former self. In February of 1936 and January 1937, it held  
benefit parties, but after that it fell out of newspaper coverage. 
In 1963 the Burlington Hawk Eye suggested in an editorial that 
it might be time to reinstitute the Women’s Bureau to address 
the concerns of half the citizens of the community. The  
leadership capabilities of women were finally recognized in 
1995 when Anita Wagner was elected as the first female  
president of the Burlington/West Burlington Area  
Chamber of Commerce.

by Kay Weiss

LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK



Stop down to the Welcome Center to check out the  
fun Greater Burlington souvenirs and memorabilia  
now available!

Grab your Ed Minard 2020 calendar before they sell out  
for the year. Each month features a different photo  
representing the community.

BRAND NEW are the Burlington Afghans for $55. Purchase 
this afghan to display some of your favorite community  
landmarks in your home.  

Follow the Port of Burlington Welcome Center  
on Facebook to stay up-to-date with new products.

The Welcome Center is open daily, 10 AM - 4 PM.

SOUVENIRS & GIFTS  
at the Port of Burlington Welcome Center

GreaterBurlington.com/WelcomeCenter

RiverPark Place
610 N 4th St, Ste 200

Burlington, Iowa 52601
TELEPHONE 319-752-6365

FAX 319-752-6454
info@greaterburlington.com

GreaterBurlington.com


