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Whether you’ve come for family 
fun, a romantic getaway, or a 

weekend with friends, Greater 
Burlington offers something 
for every traveler: culture & 

entertainment, exceptional dining, 
outdoor adventures, rich history, 
and a spirit of warmth that turns 

visitors into regulars.

Your next great adventure begins 
right here in Greater Burlington.

Welcome
to Greater Burlington

B E  E N T E R TA I N E D

B E  T O G E T H E R

B E  A U T H E N T I C

B E  A C C E PT E D

B E  F R E E

B E  YO U
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Pre-European
Many Native American 
tribes called the Upper 
Mississippi Valley home, 
including the Meskwaki 
and Sauk tribes. Prior to 
European settlement, 
Burlington was a 
Meskwaki village called 
Shoquoquon. Native 
Americans gathered flint 
in nearby bluffs to make 
tools and weapons.

Traveling up the 
Mississippi River, 
explorer Zebulon Pike 
landed in present day 
Burlington in 1805. 
Crapo Park, on the 
south side of the city, 
is reputed to be the 
site where he raised 
the first American 
flag on Iowa soil.

William Salter, born in 
1821, was the minister 
of Burlington’s First 
Congregational Church 
for over 60 years. A 
staunch abolitionist, 
Salter began assisting 
escaped enslaved people 
as soon as the Civil War 
began, helping establish 
Burlington as a stop 
on the Underground 
Railroad. 

1805 1821

Black Hawk, a respected leader and warrior of 
the Sauk Nation, would winter camp and hold 
war councils in the area that would later become 
Burlington. Following the Black Hawk War of 1832, an 
unsuccessful effort to reclaim tribal lands, the region 
opened to European settlement. Black Hawk passed 
away in 1838, leaving a lasting legacy in the history of 
the Midwest.

1838

1887
Aldo Leopold, born in Burlington, Iowa in 
1887, grew to become one of America’s most 
influential conservationists and environmental 
philosophers. His work, including A Sand 
County Almanac, continues to inspire global 
efforts toward ecological awareness and land 
stewardship.

Burlington’s most famous landmark, Snake 
Alley connects 6th Street between Columbia 

and Washington Streets and consists of five 
half-curves and two quarter-curves. Built in 
1894 out of limestone and blue clay bricks, 

the street is reminiscent of vineyard paths in 
France and Germany.

1894
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milestones&moments

The beloved 
television classic I 

Love Lucy debuted 
in 1951, capturing 

hearts across America 
and transforming 

the television 
landscape. Among 

its unforgettable cast 
was William Frawley, 

who portrayed the 
gruff yet lovable Fred 
Mertz - and who just 

so happened to
be born in

Burlington, Iowa.

1951

Several major railroads — including the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (CB&Q), Great Northern, Northern 
Pacific, Spokane, Portland and Seattle, and Pacific Coast railroads — merged in 1970 to form the Burlington 
Northern Railroad. In 1995, Burlington Northern joined forces with the Santa Fe Railway, creating BNSF 
Railway, one of the largest freight rail networks in North America.

1970

Bart Howard, born 
in Burlington, 
Iowa in 1915, was 
an accomplished 
songwriter best 
known for penning 
the timeless standard 
“Fly Me to the Moon.” 
His trademark song, 
made famous by 
artists like Frank 
Sinatra and Peggy 
Lee, remains one of 
the most recorded 
songs of all time. 

1915

The Snake Alley Criterium, first held 
in 1983, is one of the Midwest’s 
most unique and challenging 
cycling races. The course features 
the legendary Snake Alley, testing 
riders’ strength and skill while 
thrilling spectators year after year.

1983

The historic Capitol Theater first 
opened in 1937 and, after years 

of restoration, proudly reopened 
in 2012. Today, it once again 

hosts live performances, classic 
films, and special events in a 
beautifully restored Art Deco 

setting.

2012
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signature
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eventssignature Slocum 50
April
An annual dirt track late model racing 
weekend at 34 Raceway with over $10,000 
in prizes, honoring the memory of late driver 
Brent Slocum.

Snake Alley Criterium
May
One of the most grueling cycling races in the 
nation, with a route that includes the world-
famous, unbelievably crooked of Snake Alley.

Burlington River Days
June
A summer celebration along the Mississippi 
featuring live music, family activities, food 
vendors, and riverfront fun.

Snake Alley Art Fair
June
A beloved outdoor art show showcasing 
regional artists and handmade creations in 
the picturesque Heritage Hill district.

Juneteenth
June
A community celebration honoring freedom 
and unity with music, food, and culture 
throughout the day.

Pride Events
June
A colorful and inclusive series of festivities 
celebrating love, equality, and the LGBTQ+ 
community across Greater Burlington.

West Burlington 4th of July
July
An Independence Day tradition with a parade, 
entertainment, and fireworks lighting up the 
summer night.

Snake Alley Festival of Film
July
An independent film festival bringing creative 
storytelling and filmmakers from across 
the country to Burlington’s historic Capitol 
Theater.

A Very Vintage Market
July
The streets of Downtown Burlington transform 
into a shopper’s paradise filled with antiques, 
repurposed goods, and handmade treasures.

Des Moines County Fair
July
A classic county fair experience with livestock 
shows, fair food, and family entertainment.

Burlington Jazz Festival
July
A smooth and soulful celebration of jazz 
music featuring talented local and regional 
performers across several venues.

Old Couch Music Festival
August
A relaxed outdoor concert event spotlighting 
original music and local talent in a laid-back 
summer setting.

Mediapolis Town & Country Days
August
A small-town celebration featuring a parade, 
live music, games, and community fun for all 
ages.

Great River Bridge Race
September
A signature spring run and walk across the 
Great River Bridge offering stunning views of 
the Mississippi River.

Kiwanis Lighted Holiday Parade
November
A dazzling display of illuminated floats 
and holiday spirit brightening Downtown 
Burlington.

Downtown Living Windows
December
An enchanting winter evening where shop 
windows come alive with holiday scenes, live 
performances, and festive cheer.

Greater Burlington’s calendar is packed with one-of-
a-kind events that capture the community’s creativity, 
energy, and small-town charm. From racing up the 
bricks of Snake Alley and celebrating art, music, and 
film to gathering for riverfront festivals and holiday 
traditions, each event offers a memorable experience 
that makes Burlington a must-visit destination year 
after year.

ev
en

ts

calendar
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families&fun
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will discover countless ways to explore and play in Greater Burlington, where 
each day brings fresh possibilities for adventure. Enjoy relaxing walks along 
the riverfront, discover hidden trails through wooded parks, and spark curi-
osity with learning experiences throughout the area. From the splashing fun 
of Huck's Harbor Water Park to the scenic beauty of Crapo and Dankwardt 
Parks, outdoor excitement awaits around every corner.

The region's attractions seamlessly combine education with entertain-
ment, such as at Starr's Cave Nature Center, where families can trek along 
limestone bluffs and encounter local wildlife, while the Des Moines County 
Heritage Center makes history come alive through interactive exhibits and 
engaging stories. Year-round, festivals and community events pack the calen-
dar with live music, colorful parades, and joyful celebrations, creating perfect 
moments for families to build cherished memories. Whether catching a Burl-
ington Bees baseball game, browsing the Jefferson Street Farmers Market, or 
sharing ice cream cones downtown, Burlington offers an appealing blend of 
hometown hospitality and engaging attractions that make every visit mem-
orable.

It's a destination where family entertainment is readily available, and the 
toughest decision is what to do first. fin

d 
ou

t more

Families
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1. Burlington Bees - A warm summer evening and a 
Bees game at Community Field is a recipe for lasting 
family memories 
2. 34 Raceway - Catch the adrenaline action of dirt 
track racing, featuring Sprint cars, Modifieds, Sport 
Mods, and more
3. Mississippi Moon Ice Cream Parlor - The best way 
to cap a round at Black Water Mini Golf is a scoop (or 
two) of Hinterland Dairy ice cream
4. The Anne Frank Connection - Take a short trip 
west on Highway 34 to Danville, Iowa and learn 
about the unexpected connection between the 
small town and one the most important figures of 
the 20th Century

Experience This

1 2

3 4
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The ultimate 
family weekend 
getaway 
destination

FunCity Resort is the perfect weekend 
family getaway, bringing together nonstop 
entertainment, convenient lodging, and great 
dining options, all under one roof. In the summer, 
families can kick off their adventure at Huck’s 
Harbor Water Park, where water slides and splash 
features create hours of fun. Kids will love racing 
down the slides, splashing through the play areas, 
and soaking up the resort’s signature vacation 
energy.

Inside the resort, Ballocity offers a multilevel 
maze of soft play structures, climbing tubes, air 
cannons, slides, and interactive surprises that 
invite kids to burn off energy while adults enjoy 
the carefree rhythm of watching them run, laugh, 
and explore. For friendly competition, Duck 
Pin Bowling provides a fun, accessible twist on 
traditional bowling: smaller balls, shorter lanes, 
and huge smiles from every member of the 
family. Alongside it, traditional bowling at King 
Pins, the thrill of go kart racing at Zoom, and the 
expansive Arcade keep the excitement going with 
rows of classic games, new digital favorites, and 
prize challenges, turning vacation fun into lasting 
memories. 

When it’s time to unwind, families can choose 
from three on-site hotels that make staying 
close to the action incredibly easy. Whether 
you prefer modern comfort, spacious rooms, or 
budget-friendly convenience, each hotel connects 
seamlessly to the resort’s attractions.
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Snake Alley
Greater Burlington’s Snake Alley was built in 1894 to 
solve a practical problem: how to link the steep hillside 
neighborhood on Heritage Hill to the bustling downtown 
business district. Three German-trained designers 
emulated vineyard paths in France and Germany, crafting 
a winding brick and limestone street, 
including five half-curves and two 
quarter-curves, that rises 58.3 feet over a 
275-foot stretch. Over time it became a 
quirky piece of engineering history and a 
beloved local landmark that is open to 
motor and pedestrian traffic.

find m
e
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1. Harvestville Farm - Seasonal activities for kids of all 
ages, including wagon rides, a pumpkin patch, and 
more in Donnellson, Iowa
2. Eagle Watch - Late December to early February, 
as ice forms on the Mississippi River, watch majestic 
bald eagles at Lock and Dam 18 and at the Port of 
Burlington
3. Appleberry Orchard - More seasonal outdoor family 
fun in Donnellson, with a petting farm and sweet 
treats at the oldest working orchard in Iowa
4. Ride the Curly Q - A trip to Greater Burlington isn't 
complete without a few spins down the iconic red 
Curly Q slide, located in idyllic Crapo Park

Experience This

1 2

4

3
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20+ Eateries &
Drinkeries 20+ Shops &

Boutiques
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It's Happening in Downtown Burlington

Download the Downtown App

Downtown Burlington stands 
as the cultural heart of Greater 
Burlington, offering a rich blend of 
creativity and history. Its walkable 
streets are lined with unique 
boutiques, galleries, restaurants, 
and inviting drinkeries, each 
adding personality and charm 
to the district’s atmosphere. As 
a designated historic district, 
Downtown Burlington pairs 
beautiful architecture with stories 
that give every visit a sense of 
place. With its vibrant shopping 
scene, abundant dining options, 
and a calendar full of culture and 
entertainment experiences, the 
area attracts thousands of visitors 
each year who come to explore, 
relax, and enjoy a setting that 
feels both dynamic and inviting.

Burlington River Days  ◊

Old Couch Music Fest  ◊

Burlington Jazz Festival  ◊

Burlington Civic Music  ◊

Burlington Riverfront Entertainment  ◊

Live Music

Downtown 
Events

Jefferson Street Farmers Market  ◊

A Very Vintage Market  ◊

Snake Alley Art Fair  ◊

Kiwanis Lighted Holiday Parade  ◊

Snake Alley Festival of Film  ◊

Witches Night Out  ◊

Snake Alley Criterium  ◊
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delight&savor

Hawaiiowan Cafe
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Busted Cup Brewhouse
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rejoice! Greater Burlington continues to 

earn its reputation as the culinary capital 
of Southeast Iowa, inviting travelers to 
explore a dining scene as varied as it 
is delicious. Visitors with a passion for 

great food quickly discover what locals 
already know: Greater Burlington offers 

an exceptional lineup of restaurants and 
drinkeries that appeal to every taste, 
mood, and occasion. Whether you’re 

drawn to inventive cuisine, time-honored 
comfort food, or the camaraderie of 
a lively brew pub, Greater Burlington 

delivers a flavorful adventure
at every stop.

Foodies
fin

d 
ou

t more

Thyme & Spice Company Boogaloo Sports Bar & Grill

Martini's Grille The Drake

Busted Cup Brewhouse
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Martini's Grille

The Drake

Sweet Treats
Don’t neglect your sweet 
tooth! Greater Burlington has a 
myriad of dessert destinations, 
including Mississippi Moon Ice 
Cream Parlor, Taste & Seek, 
Beancounter Coffeehouse & 
Drinkery, Big River Popcorn & 
Treats, Cold Stone Creamery, 
Korner Kremery, and more.                          

Mississippi Moon Ice Cream Parlor
photo by John Lovretta
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Experience This
Start Your Day

Wake N Bake Breakfast Co.  ◊
Everything from donuts and coffee to creative omelets

  Jerry's Main Lunch  ◊
Grab a stool and enjoy that old-school diner experience

The Beancounter Coffeehouse & Drinkery  ◊
Your morning coffee, tea, and more with breakfast to boot 

DAME Fine Coffee  ◊
Your favorite morning beverage, made from organic ingredients

Scooter's Coffee  ◊
In a hurry? Get amazing coffee and amazingly fast!

Lunch Time!
Billy Sims BBQ  ◊

Traditional bakyard barbecue

Corked 101  ◊
Upscale winebar featuring unique menu items

Thyme & Spice Company  ◊
Herbs, spices, and infused oils, plus Tamari bowls and more  

La Tavola  ◊
A real-deal Italian eatery with a mouth-watering menu

Fat & Sassy Barbeque  ◊
The cure for your barbecue craving

The Main Course
Martini's Grille  ◊

Fine dining with a breathtaking view of the Mississippi

The Drake  ◊
Local staple with a crowd-pleasing menu and river view

The Broadway Bar & Grill  ◊
Family restaurant with family favorites in West Burlington  

Boogaloo Sports Bar & Grill  ◊
Perfect for families, located in FunCity Resort Complex

Hawaiiowan Cafe  ◊
Unique mix of world cuisines with a Pacific Midwest twist

The Buffalo Tavern  ◊
Elevated pub fare, including the fix for your tenderloin craving

Pookie's Thai Cuisine  ◊
Authentic Thai cuisine in Downtown Burlington

Go Fish Sushi  ◊
Fresh and modern take on sushi with raw & cooked options

Martini's Grille

The Broadway Bar & Grill

The Drake
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relaxation&rest
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AmericInn
628 S Gear Ave, West Burlington, IA
319-758-9000	
www.americinn.com

Arrowhead Motel
2520 Mt Pleasant St, Burlington, IA
319-752-6353	
www.arrowheadia.com/

Catfish Bend Inn & Spa
3001 Winegard Dr, Burlington, IA
319-753-2946	
www.funcityresort.com/hotels/

Comfort Suites
1780 Stonegate Center Dr, Burlington, IA
319-753-1300	
www.choicehotels.com/iowa/burlington/com-
fort-suites-hotels/ia107

Fairfield Inn & Suites
1213 N Roosevelt Ave, Burlington, IA
319-754-0000
www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/brlfi-fairfield-inn-and-
suites-burlington/overview/

FunCity Resort Hotel
3001 Winegard Dr, Burlington, IA
319-753-2946

www.funcityresort.com/hotels/

Hampton Inn & Suites
3001 Winegard Dr, Burlington, IA
319-237-0700
www.funcityresort.com/hotels/

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
1605 N Roosevelt Ave, Burlington, IA
319-752-0000
www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/burling-
ton/brgia/hoteldetail/rooms

Quality Inn
3051 Kirkwood St, Burlington, IA
319-671-6542
www.choicehotels.com/iowa/burlington/quali-
ty-inn-hotels/ia024

Snake Alley Inn, LLC
409 N 6th St, Burlington, IA
319-850-4000
www.snakealleyinn.net

The Lodge at Spirit Hollow
5592 Clubhouse Dr, Burlington, IA
319-752-0004
www.spirithollow.com
 

Hotels

Bed and Breakfasts and Inns

Campgrounds
Big Hollow Recreation Area
18853 152nd Ave
Sperry, IA
319-753-8260
www.dmcconservation.com

4th Pumping Station
2073 Pumping Station Rd
Oakville, IA
319-753-8260
www.dmcconservation.com

Welter Recreation Area
16839 Skunk River Rd
Burlington, IA
319-753-8260
www.dmcconservation.com

Evans Holly Grove Inn
616 Columbia St
Burlington, IA
319-795-5490

Snake Alley Inn
409 N 6th St
Burlington, IA
319-850-4000

fin
d 

ou
t more

You've spent the 
day in Greater 
Burlington and 
learned that a day is 
not enough... there 
is simply too much 
to do and see. 

We get it.

The good news is 
that we've got the 
perfect spot to rest 
your head, whether 
you're traveling 
alone or with the 
gang. 

Airbnb and other rental options are also available. 
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free&wild

Big Hollow Recreation Area
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Dankwardt Park
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Visitors                                                                                                 to Greater Burlington embrace a landscape rich with natural beauty, 
scenic waterways, and year-round recreation. Situated along the mighty Mississippi River, the region offers an abun-
dance of adventures for outdoor enthusiasts of every stripe, whether you’re seeking peaceful moments in nature or 
active, high-energy exploration.

Fishing is a favorite pastime, thanks to the river’s legendary reputation and the area’s many lakes and streams. Anglers 
can cast for a variety of species along the Mississippi or enjoy the calm waters of Big Hollow Recreation Area, a beloved 
destination featuring a well-stocked lake perfect for both fishing and boating. Big Hollow also caters to campers with 
RV and tent sites, making it an excellent base for multi-day getaways filled with hiking, paddling, and picnicking.

Hikers will find no shortage of inspiring terrain. Starr’s Cave Park & Preserve is a standout gem: 184 acres of limestone 
bluffs, unique geological formations, and wooded pathways. Its two miles of trails wind through quiet forest and along 
Flint Creek, offering a glimpse of natural features found nowhere else in the world. Geode State Park provides even 
more opportunities to stretch your legs, with miles of scenic trails, peaceful lake views, and water activities including 
canoeing and kayaking.

Closer to the heart of Burlington, visitors can explore two signature parks that highlight the community’s long con-
nection to the outdoors. Historic Crapo Park features an arboretum, river overlooks, and shady walking paths, while 
neighboring Dankwardt Park is home to athletic fields, picnic shelters, and a popular disc golf course.

Cyclists and walkers alike enjoy the network of trails that connect many of these outdoor spaces, making it easy to ex-
perience the best of the Greater Burlington area at your own pace. Whether biking riverfront paths or hiking wooded 
bluffs, every outing provides fresh air, scenic views, and the satisfying sense of discovery.

Spring/Summer
As the weather warms and the days grow longer, Greater Burlington 
comes alive with opportunities to explore the outdoors. Miles of hiking and 
biking trails, stretching through favorites like the Flint River Trail, Starr’s 
Cave Park & Preserve, Big Hollow Recreation Area, and Hunt Woods, invite 
visitors to immerse themselves in spring blooms, lush summer greenery, 
and the gentle sounds of nature.

Boaters, canoers, and kayakers find plenty to love as well, whether 
paddling across the 178-acre lake at Big Hollow or launching from the 
accessible ramps at Geode State Park. Anglers can cast a line at Big 
Hollow Lake, the Linder Conservation Area, or the 4th Pumping Station, 
while the Mississippi River offers endless prime fishing waters just minutes 
from downtown. Golfers can enjoy long, sunny days on the fairways of 
Spirit Hollow and Flint Hills Municipal Golf Course.

When fall arrives, Greater Burlington transforms into a landscape painted 
with brilliant reds, golds, and deep oranges. Leaf peepers flock to Mosquito 
Park, the Crapo Park arboretum, and the scenic overlook at Starr’s Cave 
Park & Preserve for some of the most breathtaking views in the region. 

Cooler temperatures also make autumn perfect for hiking, photography, 
and peaceful afternoons spent exploring the riverfront. As winter settles 
in, the outdoor fun continues for those willing to bundle up. The Flint River 
Trail becomes a serene spot for cross-country skiing, while Big Hollow Lake 
and Lake Geode draw ice fishing enthusiasts. Hunters also appreciate the 
area’s outstanding seasonal opportunities. And no winter visit is complete 
without viewing the bald eagles that gather along the Mississippi River - 
most notably near Lock & Dam 18 and Sullivan Slough Road - creating one 
of Greater Burlington’s most iconic cold-weather experiences.

Autumn/Winter

Dankwardt Park

31Greater Burlington Visitors Guide 2026



Experience This
Where to Eat
Fuel up before your outdoor adventure

•	 Thyme & Spice
•	 The Buffalo Tavern
•	 Pookie's Thai Cuisine

What to Experience
Ready. Set. Explore.

•	 Big Hollow Recreation Area
•	 Geode State Park
•	 Starr’s Cave Park & Preserve
•	 Luckenbill Woods (Mediapolis)
•	 4th Pumping Plant Recreation Area

Starr's Cave Park & Preserve
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Hiking & Biking

Fishing

Picnic Areas

Crapo Park
Dankwardt Park
Riverside Park
Big Hollow Recreation Area
Starr's Cave Park & Preserve
Linder Conservation Area
Hickory Bend Recreation Area
Lukenbill Woods
Hunt Woods
Leopold Recreation Area

Hunting

Swimming
Boat Access
Mississippi Riverfront
Sullivan Slough
Hawkeye Dolbee
Tama Beach
Casey Barrow
Edgewater Beach

Mississippi River

Big Hollow Recreation Area
4th Pumping Station
Welter Recreation Area
Geode State Park

Other

Riverside Park
Big Hollow Recreation Area
Linder Conservation Area
Lukenbill Woods
Kevin J. Gahn Memorial Recreation 
Area
Sullivan Slough
Hawkeye Dolbee
Tama Beach
Casey Barrow
Edgewater Beach
4th Pumping Station
Leopold Recreation Area
Welter Recreation Area
Geode State Park

Big Hollow Recreation Area
Linder Conservation Area
Hickory Bend Recreation Area
Hunt Woods
Sullivan Slough
Leopold Recreation Area

Community Park
Big Hollow Recreation Area, Sperry
Geode State Park, Danville

Mosquito Park
Nancy Neafie Park
Big Hollow Recreation Area
Starr's Cave Park & Preserve
Hunt Woods
Kevin J. Gahn Memorial Recreation 
Area
Chautauqua Park
Casey Barrow
Waters Roadside Park
4th Pumping Station
Welter Recreation Area
Geode State Park

fin
d 

ou
t more

Where to Go

Parks List & Directions
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woods&irons

Spirit Hollow Golf Course

34 Greater Burlington Visitors Guide 2026



woods

                                                your next getaway includes a bit of 
tee time, Burlington offers two standout public golf options 
that cater to different styles of play and budgets.

Just a few minutes south of town, Spirit Hollow stands 
out as a premier golf destination. It has been rated the #1 
Best Course to Play in Iowa by Golf Week magazine. With 
a layout stretching up to 7,550 yards from the back tees, 
it offers challenging terrain, dramatic elevation changes, 
rock outcroppings, mature trees, and a routing designed 
by noted architect Rick Jacobson. Whether you’re an 
experienced player looking to test your game or a casual 
golfer eager for a memorable round, Spirit Hollow delivers 
both beauty and substance.

For a more relaxed round, Flint Hills Golf Course in 
Burlington provides an accessible but challenging 18-hole 
public option. The course features well-maintained fairways 
and a classic parkland setting that’s been welcoming 
golfers since 1922. It’s an excellent choice for players seeking 
a memorable golfing experience and a great value close to 
town.

If you’re seeking a championship-caliber round on a course 
recognized at the state level, Spirit Hollow is your go-to 
destination. Advanced players will relish the challenge and 
scenery, and the stay-and-play opportunities add extra 
appeal. For the golfers of all skill levels, Flint Hills offers a 
challenging outing with a relaxed pace. Either way, Greater 
Burlington’s golf courses provide the perfect complement 
to a sporting getaway, any day of the week. Pack your 
clubs and enjoy a round or two amidst Iowa’s scenic rolling 
landscape.

IF
Spirit Hollow Golf Course
5592 Clubhouse Dr
spirithollow.com

Flint Hills Golf Course
12842 102nd Ave
flinthillsgolf.com

fin
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Flint Hills Golf Course
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creativity&culture

West Burlington City Hall
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An Oasis of 
Creativity
The Art Center of Burlington is the 
epicenter of creativity and expression 
in Greater Burlington, offering a 
warm, creative hub where visitors 
can explore and engage. Monthly 
gallery exhibits highlight the region’s 
artistic range, while the Artists Gallery 
provides an inviting showcase of work 
from talented local makers. Together, 
they create a dynamic environment 
that celebrates both emerging and 
established artists.

Beyond its exhibits, the Art Center 
enriches the community with art 
classes for all ages and a calendar 
of special events that spark the 
imagination. Its central downtown 
setting makes it an essential stop for 
anyone seeking the area’s creative 
pulse.
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Art Thrives
in Greater Burlington, where creativity flows through every gallery, stage, and 
riverfront venue. At the heart of it all is The Art Center of Burlington, a vibrant hub 
where monthly exhibits, an artists gallery, classes, and special events inspire locals 
and travelers alike. Nearby, the beloved Players Workshop adds its own creative 
spark, offering community theater that has entertained generations and nurtured 
talent across the region. Together, these cultural cornerstones set the tone for a 
community that celebrates imagination in all its forms.

Music also plays a defining role in Greater Burlington’s arts scene. The historic 
Memorial Auditorium and the beautifully restored Capitol Theater host an array 
of concerts and performances throughout the year, filling the riverfront and 
downtown with everything from classic rock tributes to symphonic celebrations. 
Smaller venues scattered across the community add even more depth, welcoming 
touring artists, local musicians, and intimate listening experiences that keep 
audiences returning. Signature events elevate the music landscape even further: 
festivals like the Burlington Jazz Festival, Burlington River Days, and the Old Couch 
Music Festival draw thousands of visitors annually to enjoy soulful sounds in 
unforgettable settings.

With its dynamic mix of visual art, theater, and live music, Greater Burlington 
offers a cultural experience that is both inspiring and accessible. Whether you’re 
exploring galleries, taking in a show, or enjoying an outdoor concert against the 
backdrop of the Mississippi River, the arts here create memories that stay with you 
long after your visit ends.
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Players Workshop
photo by David Beckman
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Snake Alley Art Fair
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Looking for your next treasure? 
Hopefully Yours is operated by Imagine the Possibilities, 

a nonprofit organization dedicated to empowering individuals 
with disabilities. Proceeds from Hopefully Yours support 

the mission of Imagine the Possibilities.

(319) 237-1140 | imagineia.org/hopefully-yours
617 Jefferson Street Burlington, Iowa 52601

Saturday
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Monday - Friday
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM



Live Music
Greater Burlington pulses with live 
music all year long, offering visitors 
an exciting soundtrack to every 
stay. From riverfront concerts and 
intimate club performances to 
vibrant festivals and special events, 
the community’s stages buzz with 
energy, talent, and unforgettable 
atmosphere.
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Snake Alley Art Fair
Greater Burlington comes alive with creativity each 
June at the Snake Alley Art Fair, where one of America's 
most unique streets transforms into a vibrant showcase 
of artistic talent. Visitors explore works from dozens of 
juried artists and craftspeople, discovering everything 
from paintings and pottery to handcrafted jewelry and 
sculpture, all set against the backdrop of the famous 
crooked street's charming brick curves and historic 
character.
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company&cocktails

Night Cap Listening Lounge
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Weekend Getaway
Experience This

Night Cap Listening Lounge

La Bohème

Where to Stay
	X So many options! Check out the Lodging 

section on Page 26 

What to Experience
�	 FunCity
	 Days of fun under one roof!
�	 Spirit Hollow Golf Course
	 Iowa's #1 public golf course
�	 Harvestville Farm
	 Fun for any season

Wet Your Whistle
�	 La Bohème
�	 Corked 101
�	 Night Cap Listening Lounge
�	 Valley Monster Pub
�	 Busted Cup Brewhouse
�	 The Som
�	 The Broadway Bar & Grill
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Friends

fin
d 

us
!

looking for the perfect weekend getaway, 
Greater Burlington is calling your crew's 
name! Greater Burlington serves up 
everything you need for an epic weekend: 
killer drinks, buzzing venues, and the kind 
of unforgettable nights that turn into 
legendary stories. Historic charm meets 
modern energy here, with craft cocktail 
lounges, neighborhood pubs, live music 
hotspots, and everything in between, 
creating a social scene that's equal parts 
laid-back and let's-go.

Every spot has its own vibe. Find your 
cozy corner for deep talks over craft beers, 
discover a cocktail bar mixing up seasonal 
magic, or dive into a packed venue where 
the music keeps you moving all night long. 
Downtown Burlington is your playground, 
compact and walkable so you can hop 
from one amazing spot to the next without 
missing a beat. Expect welcoming bartenders who know their stuff, creative 
drink menus worth photographing, and patios made for soaking up the 
good times.

The Mississippi River backdrop? That's just the cherry on top, giving you 
stunning views for those impromptu photo sessions and riverside chats 
that stretch into the early hours. With so many options to choose from, 
your group can craft the perfect night out, whether you're in the mood for 
sophisticated sipping, local brewery hopping, or claiming your spot at the 
liveliest bar in town.

Corked 101

Busted Cup Brewhouse
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Greater Burlington
See Yourself In
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Burlington, IA 52601 
319-752-6365 • GreaterBurlington.com
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